Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BRUSSE 06349 201413Z 
ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 AGRE-00 L-03 10-13 AID-05 
COME-00 FMC-01 CIAE-00 DODE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 
PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 /059 W 

012149 201820Z/44 

R201344ZIUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0358 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY OSLO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BERN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BRUSSELS 06349 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
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SUBJ: AGREEMENT ON THE INTERNATIONAL CARRIAGE OF PERISHABLE 
FOODSTUEFS 

AND ON THE SPECIAL EQUIPMENT TO BE USED EOR SUCH CARRIAGE (ATP), 

ECE, SIGNED AT GENEVA, SEPTEMBER 1, 1970. 

REE: LOU STATE 133927 

1 . WE ARE AWAITING REPLY FROM THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT AS TO WHETHER 
OR NOT THEY INTEND TO IMPLEMENT THE SUBJECT AGREEMENT. COMPAGNIE 
MARITIME BELGE, LARGEST BELGIAN-ELAG LINER OPERATORS AND MEMBER 
OF THE DART CONTAINERLINE CONSORTIUM, ARE NOT EXPERIENCING 
DIFEICULTIES AT LE HAVRE BUT THEY ADMITTEDLY RARELY CARRY PERISHABLE 
COMMODITIES AND DO NOT OWN REFRIGERATED CONTAINERS. C.M.B. SAID 
THEY UNDERSTOOD FRENCH ENEORCEMENT OF CONTAINER STANDARDS IS NOT 
BASED ON ATP BUT ON A NATIONAL LAW PROPOUNDED IN 1974 CONCERNING 
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INLAND TRANSPORT ONLY OF PERISHABLE COMMODITIES. OFFICIALS AT 
SEALAND EUROPEAN HEADQUARTERS IN ROTTERDAM ARE STILL UNCERTAIN 
ABOUT BASIS AND SCOPE OE THE NEWLY IMPOSED STANDARDS AND ARE 
ATTEMPTING TO MEET WITH FRENCH OFFICIALS NEXT WEEK FOR CLARIFICATION. 
IN THE MEANTIME, SEALAND ARE APPARENTLY STILL SUBJECT TO PENALTIES. 
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